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128989 070853Z/21 
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FM AMEMBASSY SUVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7885 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY PORT MORESBY 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
HICOMTERPACIS SAIPAN 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SUVA 1688 

HICOMTERPACIS FOR STATUS LNO 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, FI, TN 

SUBJECT: NEW ZEALAND HIGH COMMISSIONER TO TONGA 

RELIABLE SOURCES HAVE CONFIRMED THAT ROD GATES, WHO FOR 
THE LAST TWO YEARS HAD BEEN SECONDED BY NEW ZEALAND TO 
SERVE AS DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF SPEC (SOUTH PACIFIC BUREAU 
FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION), IS SCHEDULED TO BECOME NEW 
ZEALAND'S HIHG COMMISSIONER TO TONGA. THE TIMING OF 
HIS DEPARTURE FROM SUVA WILL DEPEND ON TIMING OF FORUM 
LEADERS' DECISION ON SUCCESSORS TO GATES, BUT ALSO TO 
MAHE TUPOUNIUA, THE SPEC DIRECTOR WHOSE TERM OF OFFICE 
ENDS IN DECEMBER. 
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